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praised at $1,500,000. It was to be held in trust
for ten years and then turned over to the Uni-
versity. Much of it consisted of Boston real es-
tate holdings and, owing to inflated values, bro-
ken by the panic of 1873, and the destruction of
buildings in the Boston fire of 1872, the total
amount received by the University at the com-
pletion of the trust was less than s$700,ooo.

[See New England Hist, and Gcneal. Reg.> July,
Oct. 1929, Jan, 1930; Harper's Weekly, Feb. 17, 1873;
Bos'tonia, Oct. 1901, Mar. 1932; Geo. Prentice, Wilbur
Fisk (1890), pp. 171, 173; Geo, Prentice, The Life of
Gilbert Haven (1883), Pp. 464-66; Weslcyan College
Argus, Jan. 31, Feb. 14, 28, 1872; C. F, Price, Wes~
leyan's First Century (193^) ; Dion's Herald, Jan. 18,
25, Feb. i, 1872; Suffolk Comity Probate Records
(Boston, Mass.) ; Boston Transcript, Jan. 15, 16,
1872. A portrait and a bust by Milmore are in the
custody of Boston Univ.]                             R, jj, j^

RICH, OBADIAH (1783-January 20, 1850),
bibliographer, was born at Truro, Mass., prob-
ably in 1783; according to Truro church records,
he was baptized there July 13 of that year. His
parents were Obadiah Rich (1758-1805) and
Salome (Lombard) Rich (1761-1807). Scion
of a long line of Cape Cod sea-faring folk, he
was born to the tradition of the sea rather than
to familiarity with rare books and manuscripts*
His father was a master mariner and com-
mander during the Revolution of the brig In-
trepid, a well-known privateer. About 1790 the
family moved to Boston, and there Rich lived
until in 1816 he was appointee! American consul
at Valencia, Spain, a post he held until about
1829. In 1823 he took charge of the archives of
the legation in Madrid in the absence of the
charge d'affaires and continued to live there
until about 1829, when he moved to London and
established himself as a bookseller, later taking"
several of his sons into partnership. From 1834
to 1845 he held the post of American consul at
Port Mahon in the Balearic Islands but spent
more time in London during these years than
at his official station. Soon after going abroad
he married, at Gibraltar, Ann Montgomery,
said to have come from the north of Ireland, by
whom he had four sons and two daughters.

Rich was apparently interested in books and
historical matters in his early years in Boston,
for he joined the Massachusetts Historical So-
ciety in 1805 a*id two years later became one of
the charter members of the Boston Athenaeum;
he was for many years a member of the Ameri-
can Antiquarian Society (elected 1834) and of
several state historical societies. In Madrid he
found opportunity to give free rein to his biblio-
graphical instincts and became one of the most
eminent book-collectors of his day. Adopting
as his chief province the manuscripts and early
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printed books relating to America, he entered a
collecting field then occupied by few and hence
had the unparalleled opportunity to gather for
the proverbial song- the most remarkable collec-
tion of rare Americana which had been made
up to that time. He so generously opened this
library of source material to American histor-
ical scholars working- in Spain that his invalu-
able assistance was acknowledged in print by
such historians as Washington Irving, William
H. Prescott, George Ticknor, George Bancroft
and others (Allibone, post). Rich was instru-
mental in prevailing upon Irving to write the life
of Columbus, and that distinguished author lived
in Rich's house during a part of his stay in Ma-
drid while engaged upon it. As a bookseller in
London, Rich specialized in early Americana,
turning to financial advantage the rarities pro-
cured during his years of residence in Spain.
For years he acted as agent for American libra-
ries and collectors, and many choice books and
manuscripts now possessed by American insti-
tutions were gathered and furnished by him.
He is now chiefly remembered by his bibliogra-
phies of books and manuscripts relating to
America. Though they are in a sense only glori-
fied booksellers' catalogues, their bibliographical
information is in the main reliable and they still
hold a respected place in scholarly libraries.
The more important are: A Catalogue of Books,
Relating Principally to America, Arranged
under the Years in Which They Were Printed
(1832); Bibliotheca Americana Nova; or} A
Catalogue of Books in Various Languages Re-
lating to America', Printed Since the Year 1700
(2 vols., 1835-46); and Catalogue of a Collec-
tion of M&nuscriptsf Principally in Spanish,, Re-
lating to America, in the Possession of 0. Rich
(c, 184-). All of these are now extremely rare.
Rich also wrote a little gazetteer, A General
View of the United States of America, published
in London in 1833, of which a second edition ap-
peared three years later. He died in London
January 20, 1850, in his sixty-seventh year.

[See article by Evelyn Rich, New Eng, Hist, and
Geneal. Reg,f Apr. 1930; Archives of State Dept,
Washington; S. A. Allibone, A Crit. Diet, of Eng. Lit.
and Brit, and Am. Authors (1870), vol. II; Nicholas
Triibner, A Bibliographical Giade to Aw. Lit. (1859) ;
W. P. Trent and G. S. Hellman, eds., The Journals of
Washington Irving (1919), vol. Ill; P. M. Irving, The
Life and Letters of Washington Irving, vol. II (1862) ;
G. P. Winship, The John Carter Brown Library: A
History (1914) ; The Ann. Reg.f 1850 (1851).]
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RICHARD, GABRIEL (Oct. 15, i767~Sept.
13, 1832), Catholic missionary and educator,
born at Saintes, was the son of Francis Richard,
a civil servant of Rochefort, France, and Gene-
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